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Sab​rina Jafralie is a high school ethics teacher whose stu​dents were re​cently pre​sented
with a real-life test of their char​ac​ter.

Westmount High School had planned a se​nior trip to Wash ​ing​ton, D.C., this spring, but
newly im​posed travel re​stric​tions by the U.S. govern​ment meant some of the stu​dents might
be turned aside at the border. On Mon​day, Pres​i​dent Don​ald Trump signed an ex ​ec​u​tive or​der
tem​po​rar​ily bar​ring cit​i​zens of six ma​jor​ity Mus​lim coun ​tries from en ​ter​ing the United States.

Be​cause three of Jafralie’s stu​dents are from Iran — one of the coun​tries sub ​ject to the
travel ban — she met the se​nior class be ​fore March break and pre​sented them with an eth​i​cal
predica​ment: should the en​tire group make a sac​ri​fice to pro​tect the rights of a hand ​ful of
their peers?

“If it was a test, they passed it with fly ​ing colours,” Jafralie said. “The thought of one of us
be​ing left be​hind just wasn’t ac​cept​able to the stu ​dents. So they de​cided to change the desti​na​‐
tion of our trip. The ma​jor​ity stood up for the rights of the mi​nor​ity. It was a sort of ‘all for one
and one for all’ mo​ment. They stood up and said: ‘If one of us can’t go, we all won’t go.’ I’m ex​‐
tremely proud of them.”

Though Jafralie ad​mits the new desti​na​tion — Toronto and Ni​a​gara — doesn’t have the
same al​lure as the U.S. cap​i​tal, she says more stu​dents have signed up for the trip since the
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change of plans. About 100 stu​dents and teach​ers are on board.
“I think the most im​por​tant part of any class trip is that we’ll be to​gether,” said Ju​lian

Green, a Grade 11 stu​dent at Westmount High School.
“It’s not fair if we just tell a cou​ple of kids: ‘Given the cir​cum​stances, you just can’t go on

this trip, but ev​ery​one else can.’ If you put (your​selves) in their shoes, if you’re not al​lowed go ​‐
ing on a trip be​cause of your na​tion​al​ity, that’s in​cred​i​bly un​fair.

“As a group, we de​cide that if some ​thing vi​o​lates the right of a few peo​ple, the ma​jor​ity
stands to​gether and makes a de​ci​sion that works for ev​ery ​one. It shows a re​ally nice sense of
com​mu​nity, it’s a clas​sic Westmount (High School) thing.”

One U.S. group that ad​vo​cates for Mus​lim rights in the U.S. said Jafralie’s con​cerns about
the border aren’t ill-founded.

“Mus​lim Cana​dian stu​dents, ath​letes and tourists have al ​ready been pre​vented from en ​ter​‐
ing the United States. (Jafralie’s) con​cerns are le​git​i​mate,” said Robert McCaw, who works with
the Coun ​cil on Amer​i​can-Is​lamic Re ​la​tions.

“It’s trou​bling to see our neigh​bours to the north be pre​vented from en ​ter​ing the United
States be​cause of ei​ther their na ​tion​al​ity, re​li​gion or, in some cases, po​lit​i​cal views.”

Last week, a Mon​trealer of In ​dian de​scent was turned aside at the Que​bec-Ver​mont border
af​ter be ​ing told she needed a valid im​mi​grant visa to en ​ter the coun ​try.

Man​preet Kooner is a Cana​dian cit​i​zen and says she was held by border agents for six
hours be​fore they de​nied her en ​try into the U.S.

In Fe​bru​ary, a Brossard woman was de​nied en ​try af​ter she said she was ques ​tioned, fin​‐
ger​printed and asked de​tailed ques ​tions about her re ​li​gious views by U.S. border agents.

Fadwa Alaoui, a Moroc​can-born Cana​dian cit​i​zen, said she felt hu​mil​i​ated by the ex​pe​ri​‐
ence.

Jafralie went to the U.S. for March Break and says she was ner​vous about cross ​ing the
border. Her fa​ther is an In ​dian-Mus​lim and she wor ​ried that might af​fect her trip.

“I was lucky, the cus​toms agents were re ​ally nice, but it can be a scary and de​grad​ing ex​‐
pe​ri​ence,” Jafralie said.

“I think for our stu​dents to rec​og​nize that their peers might be sub ​jected to harsh treat​‐
ment tells me a lot about who they are as peo​ple.

“We want them to leave (high school) as suc ​cess​ful stu​dents but we also want them to be
good cit ​i​zens.”


